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ABSTRACT

A method for operating a parking brake of a vehicle, in
particular of a motor vehicle, which parking brake operates in
the superposition mode, the brake force of the parking brake
being applicable by two different force-generating actuators
mutually supporting one another in the superposition mode. It
is provided that the force-generating, in particular pressure-
generating, actuator is activated for support even before the
superposition.

15 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
METHOD FOR OPERATING A PARKING
BRAKE OF A VEHICLE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a method for operating a
parking brake of a vehicle, in particular of a motor vehicle,
which parking brake operates in the superposition mode, the
brake force of the parking brake being applied via two differ-
ent force-generating actuators, which mutually support one
another in the superposition mode.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Parking brakes of this type and methods for operating same
are understood. A parking brake is operated to secure a
vehicle at a standstill. A parking brake of this type, which
operates in the superposition mode, is acted on, to generate
the brake force using a mechanical actuator on the one hand
and using a hydraulic actuator on the other hand. The two
actuators contribute proportionally to the brake force, in par-
ticular the clamping force of a disk brake. The forces of the
two actuators are added up to yield the total force. The known
parking brake has a brake piston, which is acted on by both
actuators. For securing the parking brake, the electrome-
chanical actuator shifts the brake piston in the direction of the
brake disk, so that, for the superposition, hydraulic fluid of the
hydraulic actuator may also act on the brake piston, which
moves a little bit out of the caliper unit due to the displace-
ment. Due to the displacement of the brake piston by the
electromechanical actuator, the hydraulic working space for
the hydraulic fluid in the caliper unit is increased. Due to the
volume increase, the pressure of the hydraulic fluid in the
caliper unit or in the associated brake circuit is reduced,
which is compensated for by the subsequent flow of hydraulic
fluid from both a reservoir and the brake circuit itself. How-
ever, a minimum time is required for a new pressure equilib-
rium to be established due to flow resistances in the brake
circuit (lines, valves, main brake cylinders, viscosity of the
brake fluid, etc.). Due to these circumstances, it may happen
that the required hydraulic fluid volume for the pressure sup-
portis not supplied in a timely manner. Furthermore, the drive
of the electromechanical actuator may be operated in the
blocking range for an unnecessarily long period of time,
which leads to an increased load on the associated electrical/
electronic components.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The method according to the present invention for operat-
ing the parking brake of the vehicle, in particular of the motor
vehicle, which parking brake operates in the superposition
mode in which the brake force of the parking brake is appli-
cable via the two different force-generating actuators, which
mutually support one another in the superposition mode, the
force-generating, in particular pressure-generating, actuator
for support being activated even before the superposition to
prevent or reduce the pressure drop. In this case, there is no
pressure drop that is mentioned above or there is no substan-
tial pressure drop, thus resulting in optimally short actuating
times. Through activation of the actuator mentioned above,
the hydraulic medium will subsequently flow into the volume
increase created by the displacement of the brake piston
immediately, i.e., simultaneously with the movement of the
brake piston. Furthermore, the load profile for the drive of the
other actuator is improved and there is also less demand on the
other electrical and electronic devices.
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According to one refinement of the exemplary embodi-
ments and/or exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion, it is provided that a hydraulic actuator is used as the one
first actuator.

An electromechanical actuator may be used as the other
second actuator.

The actuator performing the support may be the hydraulic
actuator, i.e., the parking brake may be secured with the aid of
the second electromechanical actuator, the first actuator, con-
figured as a hydraulic actuator, being added in a supporting
manner during this operation.

It is advantageous if the hydraulic pressure of the first
actuator is supplied by a hydraulic pump and the power boost
of the hydraulic pump occurs upon reaching a predefinable
start-up working point of a first drive of the first actuator.
After starting the first drive, it therefore warms up; the
hydraulic pump driven by it may already supply a hydraulic
fluid pressure upon reaching the start-up working point, the
hydraulic fluid pressure then causing a rapid influx of the
hydraulic fluid into the increased volume created by the dis-
placement of the brake piston.

One refinement of the exemplary embodiments and/or
exemplary embodiments of the present invention provides for
the first drive to be activated as a function of an electric
voltage characteristic and/or a rotational speed characteristic
of a second drive, which drives the second actuator. Conse-
quently, the first drive, which belongs to the hydraulic actua-
tor, is driven as a function of the state of the second drive,
which drives the second actuator. The second drive may be an
electric drive, which has the electric voltage characteristic
and/or rotational speed characteristic mentioned above, when
activated. The first drive is activated when a certain working
point in the voltage characteristic and/or rotational speed
characteristic has been reached.

As already mentioned with regard to the second drive, it
may be configured as an electric drive. An electric drive may
also be used for the first drive, i.e., for driving the hydraulic
actuator, in particular its hydraulic pump.

According to one specific embodiment of the present
invention, it is provided that the period of time between acti-
vation and superposition is determined as a function of tem-
perature. The temperature used may be the temperature of the
above-mentioned hydraulic fluid of the hydraulic actuator
and/or the outside temperature. The temperature has a direct
effect on the viscosity of the hydraulic fluid, in particular the
brake fluid, thus influencing the wake flow time of hydraulic
fluid for the brake piston displacement mentioned above. The
procedure described above takes into account the viscosity,
which is different at different temperatures, by selecting the
time period mentioned above to be longer or shorter.

The exemplary embodiments and/or exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention also relate to a control unit
including an arrangement which is configured to perform the
preceding method.

The drawings illustrate the present invention on the basis of
one exemplary embodiment.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a schematic view of a parking brake of a
vehicle operating in the superposition mode.

FIG. 2 shows a sectional view through a parking brake
according to FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 shows a time diagram of several variables during
operation of the parking brake according to FIGS. 1 and 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows in a schematic diagram an area of a parking
brake 1 of a motor vehicle (not shown). Parking brake 1 has a
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caliper unit 2, in which a brake piston 3 is guided longitudi-
nally displaceably. Brake piston 3 may be acted on by a
hydraulic fluid 5 on its one side 4, a force F ;. being applied
through the pressure of hydraulic fluid 5. Furthermore, a
mechanical force F,,,_, may act on side 4 of brake piston 3,
the two forces Fy, 4, and F,,,.,, mentioned above superimpos-
ing on one another, resulting in a superposition mode, and
jointly shifting the piston to the right, where there is a brake
disk of parking brake 1 (not shown in FIG. 1), which is acted
on by a brake force F, accordingly. FIG. 1 shows that
mechanical force F,,,, may be generated by an electrome-
chanical actuator 6 because the schematic diagram shows a
spindle drive 7.

FIG. 2 elucidates FIG. 1 by illustrating structural features.
Brake piston 3, which is longitudinally displaceably sup-
ported in caliper unit 2, is configured to be pot-shaped, a nut
9 of spindle drive 7 mentioned above being located in interior
8 of the pot. Nut 9 is situated in interior 8 of the pot to be
longitudinally displaceable but is not rotatable and is screwed
onto a threaded rod 11, which may be set into rotation by an
electric drive 10. Threaded rod 11 and nut 9 form spindle
drive 7 mentioned above. The outside circumference of a
brake disk 13, which is braked when brake piston 3 moves to
the right, i.e., when its outside 20 strikes brake disk 13,
protrudes into a brake caliper 12 of parking brake 1. To secure
parking brake 1, electric drive 10 is operated so that threaded
rod 11 rotates and therefore nut 9 strikes inside 14 of pot
bottom 15 of pot-shaped brake piston 3. Since this inside 14
of pot bottom 15 is also acted on by hydraulic fluid 5 (brake
fluid), the displacement of brake piston 3 results in an
increased hydraulic working space. This requires hydraulic
fluid 5 to flow after it as quickly as possible. Care is taken
according to the exemplary embodiments and/or exemplary
embodiments of the present invention to ensure this rapid
wake flow. It is clear from all of this that the brake force of
parking brake 1 is, on the one hand, acted on by a first actuator
16 which is configured as a hydraulic actuator 17, hydraulic
actuator 17 being formed by the hydraulic fluid/brake piston
configuration. On the other hand, a second actuator 18 which
is configured as an electromechanical actuator 6 is provided,
which includes the spindle drive/brake piston configuration.
No brake pads or the like are specifically mentioned in the
preceding because the configuration of a parking brake 1 is
believed to be essentially understood. To ensure the rapid
wake flow of hydraulic fluid 5 as mentioned above, another
drive, which is configured as an electric drive 21, is activated
early on, as a function of the function parameters of electric
drive 10 mentioned above. To this extent, electric drive 21
represents a first drive, and electric drive 10 represents a
second drive of parking brake 1. First electric drive 21 drives
a hydraulic pump 22, which pressurizes hydraulic fluid 5.
Brake piston 3 is acted upon by the pressure of the hydraulic
fluid, so that it is displaced in the direction of brake disk 13, as
mentioned above. Consequently, the two actuators 16 and 18
operate in the superposition mode, i.e., they both make a
contribution toward applying the brake force.

The diagram in FIG. 3 illustrates the operation described
above. The sequences are subdivided into four consequent
time phases 23, 24, 25 and 26. Pointin timet is represented on
the abscissa of the diagram in FIG. 3. If parking brake 1 is to
be secured, electric drive 10 is connected to an electric volt-
age 27. The voltage characteristic is labeled with reference
numeral 27 in FIG. 3. At point in time to the drive is activated,
so that electric voltage 27 on electric drive 10 increases sud-
denly during time phase 23 and then results in a maximal
voltage plateau in time phase 23 in the form of an arc. At point
in time t, the electric current of electric drive 10 increases in
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apeak and then drops again very rapidly, leading to a working
current level during time phase 23 in an arc shape. Motor
rotational speed 29 of electric drive 10 increases very rapidly
just after activation point in time to, reaching an upper level
within time phase 23. Furthermore, it may be seen from FIG.
3 that distance 30 traveled by nut 9 becomes progressively
greater, increasing continuously within time phase 23, start-
ing at point in time t,. FIG. 3 shows the characteristic curve 31
of mechanical brake force F,,,_, which has a uniform level
during time phase 23 because nut 9 has not reached brake
piston 3. The hydraulic pressure is labeled as 33, i.e., this is
the pressure in the hydraulic system containing hydraulic
fluid 5. During time phase 23 here again there is a constant
level. Curve 34 shows the characteristic curve of the rota-
tional speed demanded of first electric drive 21, and curve 35
shows the characteristic curve of the pressure demand in the
hydraulic system, i.e., in first actuator 16.

As is apparent from FIG. 3, brake force 31 of electrome-
chanical actuator 6 increases only after the end of first time
phase 23 and second time phase 24 at the start of third time
phase 25, i.e., nut 9 begins to press brake piston 3 against
brake disk 13 here. Itis likewise apparent that rotational speed
demand 34 has already increased with respect to first electric
drive 31 in second time phase 24 and remains at an elevated
level after a rising ramp. At the end of the rising ramp of
rotational speed demand 34, the pressure demand 35 in the
hydraulic system increases in the form of a ramp up to a
uniform level, which remains constant until the end of third
time phase 25. The superposition mode already mentioned
occurs in fourth time phase 26, i.e., brake force 31 of electro-
mechanical actuator 6 is supported by the brake force applied
by the hydraulic system. It is obvious here that hydraulic
pressure 33 drastically increases at the start of fourth time
phase 26, reaching its highest level at the end of time phase
26. Brake force 31 of the electromechanical system also
increases further during time phase 26, reaching its highest
level at the end of this phase. The system is turned off at point
in time t,, i.e., the two drives 10 and 21 are taken out of
operation, so that hydraulic pressure 33 drops back to the
original level and electromechanical actuator 6 assumes a
locking function of parking brake 1, so that parking brake 1
remains tightened to an adequate extent. It is clear from the
preceding that actuator 16 has already been activated to sup-
port actuator 18 prior to the superposition to create a pressure
drop in the hydraulic system, or the pressure drop reduction,
in the hydraulic system, i.e., the increase in hydraulic working
space formed by the displacement of brake piston 3 per-
formed by electromechanical actuator 6, is immediately filled
up with hydraulic fluid 5 through early activation of hydraulic
actuator 17, so the required clamping force on a parking brake
1 may be built up very rapidly.

A regulating and/or activating concept for parking brake 1
may be obtained, allowing load-optimized activation of the
electrical components, the load optimization allowing the use
of'small-sized electrical components. An estimate of the stift-
ness of caliper unit 2, which is usually performed, is influ-
enced only insignificantly despite the early activation of elec-
tric drive 21 of hydraulic pump 22 according to the present
invention. Due to the exemplary embodiments and/or exem-
plary embodiments of the present invention, there is an opti-
mally short adjustment time for brake piston 3 of parking
brake 1. Furthermore, the load profile of electric drive 10 and
of electrical control units, which are optionally to be used,
may be minimized.

The motor rotational speed of electric drive 10 may be
evaluated during first time phase 23 and second time phase
24, and thus the point in time for engaging hydraulic pump 23
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is defined in this way. To minimize the noise of electric drive
21 and/or of hydraulic pump 22, first drive 21 is operated at
the lowest possible rotational speed.

The support, i.e., the superposition in time phase 26, may
be performed in such a way that the caliper stiffness of caliper
unit 2 of the parking brake, which was ascertained in time
phase 25, is used to adjust the target clamping force with the
aid of distance control (see also page 9, first paragraph).

It is provided in particular that the pressure demand during
pre-control occurs as a function of temperature. The tempera-
ture of hydraulic fluid 5, i.e., of the brake fluid, may be
measured for this purpose. With the pressure control accord-
ing to the exemplary embodiments and/or exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention, i.e., with the fastest possible
filling of the increasing hydraulic working space, the tem-
perature of hydraulic fluid 5 may be taken into account by
using characteristic lines, for example, which act on the pres-
sure control. The drop in temperature results in the wake flow
of hydraulic fluid 5 being slowed down, so that the pressure
control according to the present invention must compensate
for this accordingly.

A fixed value may also be assumed for the temperature of
hydraulic fluid 5, so that then a constant viscosity of hydraulic
fluid 5 may also be assumed. Accordingly, an expected pres-
sure drop is obtained when there is a displacement of brake
piston 3 with the aid of electromechanical actuator 6, which is
counteracted by the pressure control according to the present
invention. In particular, the cost of a pressure sensor may be
saved.

It is also possible to assume that the temperature of the
brake fluid, i.e., hydraulic fluid 5, correlates with the outside
temperature, and it is possible to counteract the expected
pressure drop accordingly via the pressure control according
to the present invention. In particular, the cost of a pressure
sensor may be saved.

The following should also be mentioned with regard to
individual time phases 23 through 26. The motor start occurs
in time phase 23, i.e., electric drive 10 is started. The starting
current peak shown in FIG. 3 has already been pointed out. At
the same time, motor rotational speed 29 changes very rapidly
because the motor is accelerated. This is derived from char-
acteristic line 29, representing the motor rotational speed.
Whereas electric current 28 drops very drastically in time
phase 23, as time progresses, electric current 28, electric
voltage 27 and/or motor rotational speed 29 are evaluated and
an instantaneous motor constant K, , and a motor resistance
R,, are calculated. These may be done by using iterative
estimation methods in particular. Electric drive 10 is operated
without load in the second phase, i.e., time phase 24, so that a
no-load current is established. The size of the no-load current
is a measure of the no-load torque of electric drive 10. In
phase 3, i.e., time phase 25, force builds up on parking brake
1. With the help of parameters K,,, R,, ascertained in the
preceding time phases 23 and/or 24 and with the help of the
no-load torque of electric drive 10 and the instantaneous
values for current 28, voltage 27 and motor rotational speed
29, the actual motor torque of electric drive 10 may be esti-
mated by using mechanical and electrical motor differential
equations. Using a known gear reduction (gear, leadscrew
pitch of spindle drive 7) and efficiencies of the mechanical
chain of individual components (rotation translation), the
clamping force of parking brake 1 may thus be estimated.
Furthermore, the spring stiffness of the brake caliper of cali-
per unit 2 is also ascertained in time phase 25. The increase in
brake force in comparison with the distance traveled by brake
piston 3 is evaluated here. If the required, electromechani-
cally adjusted, clamping forceF,,__,, is reached, instantaneous
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electric current 28, the calculated pitch (spring stiffness) and
the instantaneous clamping force are stored temporarily. The
superposition is regulated in the fourth phase, i.e., time phase
26. The motor current of electric drive 10 is regulated in such
a way that the superposition remains constant in the remain-
ing course. Caliper unit 2 is released due to the pressure
provided, the release torque of electric drive 10 thus remains
largely constant, and the additional brake caliper enlargement
is detected by rotation of electric drive 10 (conversion of
rotation to translation). Together with the caliper stiffness
ascertained in time phase 25, this yields the clamping force:

F finar MNmech FCmech tNiyar Fyar

F naiMNmecn T CneentMiyar Sen() Coar

F _p.ar—clamping force after superposition

N meci—Mechanical efficiency

M,a—hydraulic efficiency

Fe,,..,—clamping force supplied electromechanically
F},4—clamping force supplied hydraulically
S.,()—additional distance traveled during superposition
C_.—spring stiffness of the brake caliper

This operation is continued until the required distance of
brake piston 3 has been run through. Subsequently, electro-
magnetic actuator 6 and hydraulic actuator 17 are turned off.
Direct detection of the pressure is thus not necessary and the
accuracy of the pressure setting is also adjusted.

The method presented here is used in particular when the
vehicle is parked on a slope (>20%, for example). It is pos-
sible to ascertain the slope by using a position sensor. The
present invention prevents a vacuum from being established
in the hydraulic system, in particular. This should not occur
even at low temperatures, i.e., at very cold outside tempera-
tures.

FIG. 3 also shows with regard to rotational speed demand
34 and pressure demand 35 that activation time d,, of drive 21
for hydraulic pump 22, gradient g,, of the startup of drive 21
and a target rotational speed 1, of drive 21 are defined as a
function of the instantaneous voltage situation. Similarly, the
activation time of pressure setting d,,, pressure buildup gra-
dient g, and target pressure 1, are defined.

Ifthe regulation of drive 21 is determined essentially by the
feed rate of brake piston 3, the pressure demand is primarily
determined by the pressure drop in the hydraulic system. In a
first approximation, a voltage dependence may be assumed
for the feed rate. If the speed of drive 10 is known (measure-
ment by Hall element, for example), the real feed rate may be
used to calculate the required volume flow. The pressure drop
depends to a great extent on the temperature in addition to the
flow rate, as already mentioned above. The following strate-
gies are possible for the pressure demand: the temperature of
hydraulic fluid 5 (brake fluid) is known (temperature sensor)
and may be used to estimate the viscosity and to adapt the
pressure demand to the expected flow behavior (pressure
drop). If the temperature of hydraulic fluid 5 is not known, it
is assumed that the brake fluid is always very cold, e.g., -20°
C. For this case, the pressure drop is known and the pressure
demand may be set accordingly. It is also possible to proceed
as follows if the temperature of the brake fluid (hydraulic fluid
5) is not known. It is assumed that the temperature of the
brake fluid correlates with the outside temperature with a
defined tolerance. Thus, the outside temperature would deter-
mine the level of the pressure demand.

The goal of the exemplary embodiments and/or exemplary
embodiments of the present invention is to always have the
shortest possible activation of hydraulic pump 22 with the
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lowest possible pump rotational speed and a low pressure in
order to minimize the additional noise generated.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for operating a parking brake of a motor
vehicle having a brake piston, the method comprising:

activating a first force-generating actuator, which is a pres-

sure-generating actuator, for support even before a
superposition mode to prevent a pressure drop or to
reduce the pressure drop;

wherein the parking brake operates in the superposition

mode, and the brake force of the parking brake is appli-
cable via the first force-generating actuator having a first
drive and a second force-generating actuator having a
second drive, which mutually support one another
against the brake piston in the superposition mode and
the first drive is activated as a function of at least one of
an electric voltage profile and a rotational speed profile
of a second drive, which drives the second actuator.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein a hydraulic actuator or
apneumatic actuator is used as a first one of the two different
force-generating actuators.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein an electromechanical
actuator is used as a second one of the two different force-
generating actuators.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein a hydraulic actuator is
used as the force-generating actuator for support.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein electric drives are used
as the drives.

6. A method for operating a parking brake of a motor
vehicle having a brake piston, the method comprising:

activating a force-generating actuator, which is a pressure-

generating actuator, for support at a time period before a
superposition mode to prevent a pressure drop or to
reduce the pressure drop;

wherein the parking brake operates in the superposition

mode, and the brake force of the parking brake is appli-
cable via two different force-generating actuators which
mutually support one another against the brake piston in
the superposition mode and the time period between
activation and superposition is defined as a function of at
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least one of a temperature of a hydraulic fluid of the
hydraulic actuator and an outside temperature is used as
the temperature.

7. A control unit for operating a parking brake of a motor
vehicle having a brake piston, comprising:

an activating arrangement to activate a first force-generat-

ing actuator, which is a pressure-generating actuator, for
support before a superposition mode to prevent a pres-
sure drop or to reduce the pressure drop;

wherein the parking brake operates in the superposition

mode on the brake piston, and the brake force of the
parking brake is applicable via the first force-generating
actuator having a first drive and a second force-generat-
ing actuator having a second drive, which mutually sup-
port one another against the brake piston in the super-
position mode and the first drive is activated as a
function of at least one of an electric voltage profile and
arotational speed profile of a second drive, which drives
the second actuator.

8. The control unit of claim 7, wherein a hydraulic actuator
or a pneumatic actuator is used as a first one of the two
different force-generating actuators.

9. The control unit of claim 7, wherein an electromechani-
cal actuator is used as a second one of the two different
force-generating actuators.

10. The control unit of claim 7, wherein a hydraulic actua-
tor is used as the force-generating actuator for support.

11. The control unit of claim 7, wherein electric drives are
used as the drives.

12. The control unit of claim 7, wherein a hydraulic actua-
tor or a pneumatic actuator is used as a first one of the two
different force-generating actuators, and wherein an electro-
mechanical actuator is used as a second one of the two dif-
ferent force-generating actuators.

13. The control unit of claim 12, wherein electric drives are
used as the drives.

14. The control unit of claim 12, wherein the hydraulic
actuator is used as the force-generating actuator for support.

15. The control unit of claim 14, wherein electric drives are
used as the drives.



